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ENGL[SH AS A GLOBAL LANGUAGE: A REAPPRAISAL

Dr. Alka Sharma’

age as Samuel Johnson Sﬂid‘is the dress and thought: it is only the instrument of
science and words, Bre but the signs (1[‘ idcas..MacInnillan: English l)iétionaW for
adianee vy dc(mes. languagc - ,thc particular form of words and speech used
by (e R e o or social group™. It also defines language skills as
whe ability to use a lanlgllagc, specially a .foreign language, well”. “Language is thé
spccies" B u-m-erm.’ possession of man. It is God’s gift to mankind.
without language ll}unan cml_lzatlon as we know it would have remained impossibile.
Language 15 WOTONS It is present everywhere - in our thoughts and dreams,
prayers and meditations, relations and communications”. Besides being a means of
communication, and a store house of knowledge, it is an instrument of thinking, as
well as source of delight. ,

Langu

According to an ancient linguist of India, Patanjali, “Language is that human:
expression which is uttered out by-speech organs”.

In the Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol.13, language is defined as “a system of
conventional, spoken and written symbols by means of which human beings, as
members of a social group and participants in its culture, communicate”.

So language that describes what we want to say in our terms may present barriers to
others who are not familiar with our expressions, buzz-words and jargon. When we
couch our communication in such language, it is a way of excluding others. In a global
market the greatest compliment we can extend to another person is to talk in their
language. One, who knows to give proper attire to his idea with a proper language, can
be successful in today’s global scenario. Keeping in mind all these we can say that
English is the only language which act as a link language on global scenario.

Whereas “language” in the abstract is our facility to talk; “the faculty of speech, which
all human beings hold in — common”; a language’ is “a particular code, a set of
conventions which we operate through the possession of faculty of speech; and a
language is not held in common by all human beings but only by those who belong to
specific — community.” \ .

Opinion about the role and future of English language in India has varied with the‘
years. Before the attainment of independence both English and Englishmen were
condemned as foreign and hence hostile to the national interests. Mahatma Gandhi,

" Senior Lecturer, Department of English, Sachdeva Institute of Technology, Farah, Mathura.
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though admittedly q good, effective writer in Eng“sh-'ntcllcct, and the manner of

. nelish education has emaseulated us, C"“S“"T"wdnou.r[ "felt that English educatiop,

!Mparting his education hag rendered us effeminate. :8; and has made us imitatorg
uts a sev i 2 ‘s nervous ene ‘ . .

;\)4 ’ ¢re strain upon lndu}n student’s net he many cvils of foreign rules,
any others also held the view that among the

TN e on the youth of count
bhghtmg Imposition™ of g foreign medium of instruction up y Iy
will be counted by history as one of the greatest.

expressed the view that,

Noble prize winner Rabindranath Tagore whose writipg in Eng}jlshoz;nt?iai?og:h Kon
him internationa] fame, however, paid a deserving tribute to the ¢ g i B V{( l?,h
English literature made. Besides this, global language helped us to win ooker"s
award in fiction. It nourished our mind, Tagore said, and even now conveys its deep
FeSonance to the recesses of our heart, The days and nights of educated people O,fthose
times were eloquent with the stately declamations of Burke al}d Macaulay’s lopg
rolling sentences, Jawaharlal Nehru himself a master of English laqguage, while
admitting that we cannot educate millions of people, in a totally foreign language,
contented that English will inevitably remain an important langua}ge for us because of
our past associations and also because of its present importance in the world because
of demand in trade, science and the development of favorable infrastructure ete.
English cannot become a common all India medium of communication but it is, and
will continue to be, the principal medium for us to communicate with the outside
world. It is to English education, that the country owes a debt for the emergence of a
new class of liberal-minded people in the professions and services. It widened the
Indian outlook and developed an admiration for the unique English literature and
institutions. Moreover, Indian Economic stability on globe is only because of this link
language. English is among one of the world’s greatest and richest languages, It is
estimated that next to Chinese, which is spoken by nearly 800 million people, English
is the most popular language in the world. Although there are at least 360 million
native speakers of English world-wide. Sir Randolph Quirk, writing in the Sunday

other important languages too, but because of the educational set-up already
established in India by the British, English has some foundations which would be
difficult to establish for any other language.

Article 343 (1) of India”s Constitution lays down that the country’s official language
will be Hindi in the Devanagari script. The second clause of that article provides for
the simultaneoys use of English, initially for a period of 15 years from the
commencement of the constitution in 1950. In conformity with, the demand of the
southern states the provision for the use of English for official purpose of the union
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. reasons that speak to the influence of

extended several times. All indication points to continuat

| . . ion of the stat
as beet ..o period even though the found  status quo
h definite P ing fathers of the constitution and

for 81 © o ther people, especially in north and central Indin o
mi”’loe i:efof English lan.guage as essentially a transitional mfc[nzﬁir‘;dl?odr g]fcf' p‘r'olvmon
| fomsuccecded only partially. As a result, work in central government ofﬁcl:l‘f \:lvork

have ish which continues to be the only acceptable link language for comm:,:-s onc

n liﬂei  the central and.the states :emd among the states themselves, Not only in“;i:tcli(im
Ef:glish is now the dominant ofﬁcgal language in over 60 countries and is reprcsem;i
o ~very continent. .Fro‘m this facF it can be understood that English language is a vital
neans of communication foF ml!hons .of people dround the world. During the 20"
century’s numerous te_chnologlcal mventlol.lsl and developments, such as the telephone,
- electronic mail, internet, etc have_ facilitated communication between and among
m all walks of life and English is used as a link language.

e scientific, technological and academic information in the world is

English and over 80% of all the information stored in electronic retrieval
English. English is the most common language to communicate scientific,

technological, academic, and international trade information. English, like so many
other aspects of western culture, has the potential to bring people together, or the

power to divide people into classified groups. As the debate goes on, English will
continue to grow and with the same force that has always driven the patch working of

‘language: the natural desire to exchange goods and ideas. When the ideas are good and
' constructive, language promotes unity and cohesion, but when the ideas are basically

faulty, ill — conceived, deceitful and subversive, language has the contrary effect. The

English language has unmistakably achieved status as the world”’s lingua franca
through globalization. English is now the official or dominant language for two

billions in at least 75 countries. According to British council, Speakers of English as a

second language probably outnumber those who speak it as a first language and

' “Most of th
f expressed in

*around 750 million people are believed to speak English as a foreign language.

‘Thus, English has become a second language for people. There are somewhere
‘oetween 380 million & 400 million native speakers of English and at least as many
‘others who speak it as a second language. Within a decade, according to a 2004 report

" of the British Council, 2 billion people will speak it.

» of universal language or link language, for
western culture, economics & politics. As

already stated that the rise of the British Empire in the 18™ and 19" centuries spread
English beyond the mother islands, and the dominance of the United States since
Wprld War 11, has continued the spread of the language. Today, only Chinese and
Hindi are spoken by more people as their native tongue. English is already the worlds
most widely learned second language, and millions more are clamoring to learn.

English is the best suited language for professional and technical purposes. The core
Competence of professionals is judged on the basis of their expertise with regard to

English has become, “Lingua Franca
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writing and speaking skills. V\lf ith the pr:)hllczu;:]u:ll:i)'l] ;Jilﬁg’]ﬁl‘lll‘“lc:“q medium 011928 0 S
ear ls seem to be more at cas ollly L5 . Ry
::t;iﬁ;fi‘cgri;s.u%z;:;sblallgllzlgc aims at cquinping the y‘Ol.ll'lg ml](l] ZUFJU({ glrlé P; (())ZL,SS'Onals
with good communication skills and preparing them .'f“ lgo ilccd A 'rofcsd" mo’fe
importance g given to the way the contents are pl'cbcll < P ' Slona'l 'S
Communicative ability is judged on his/her preparedness anc promptness n drafijp,
technical documents. ‘This‘ lext tries to prepare the readers to mccllng the C'ha”Cngcs of
the professional world and only link languag? can hel[? them in being able
Successfully communicate their evaluation anal ysis, conclusions and recommendation'
So in an aﬁc of globalization. the professionals cannot keep t.hemselve.s confined ¢ the
territories Lot‘ the“nation to which they belong. They have to Interact with people livip
far and wide. The fast means of communication have bridged the gap b_etWeen the
sender and receiver. So in the present scenario, it has become essential for the

vely and also

Ver

To conclude, we can say that English ig already the world’s most widely learned Jjnk
language ang millions more are clamoring to learn. English is the language of the

, Ictures, Science and Sports. It is the “cash” language spoken in the

plomatic language spoken in the corridors of power.
People want to adopt and learn link language because they need it. It’s necessary for

them to functiop in today’s world. Thus, English has several advantages, precision of
expression, world wide popularity and rich literature. These ensure for it a bright
future despite the loud protest by language fanatjcs and the antj — English pleadings in

the name of patriotism. [t is key to success and a proof of intel]ectual, Status symbol in
contemporary India.

lonary for advanced learners, page — 798.
* Macmillan: English dictionary for advanced learners, page — 798,
* Varshney, R.L - Linguistics ang Phonetics, page — 1.
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